11" European
Lancia Sliding Pillar Rally
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fter a break of two years due

to the Covid pandemic, we

have started again to organ-
ise a new edition of the European
Sliding Pillar Rally. It is now more
than 20 years since we held the first
edition of the rally on the continent,
the first two meetings (in 2001and
2003) took place in the Ardennes,
with Houffalize as our base.

This year we decided to cross the
Belgian Ardennes once again. Those
who have been there before will
certainly remember this beautiful
region, for newcomers it will defi-
nitely be a pleasant surprise. The
region is large enough to discover
new roads and sights. If we were to
resume certain routes from those
first editions, it will surely be an
enjoyable renewed acquaintance.

The home base for this 11" edition
— from 2 to 5 June 2023 — will be
the “R-Hotel” in Remouchamps, a
sub-municipality of Aywaille. This

modern four-star hotel has its own
restaurant and also equipped with
a Fitness and Wellness Center, in-
cluding an indoor swimming pool,
which is available to the participants
of the rally that weekend.

Known as the “Pearl of the Am-
bleve”, the river that crosses the vil-
lage, Sougné-Remouchamps is also
known for its unique caves, which
have attracted tourists since 1828.
The contemporary visitor can dis-
cover much more than the travelers
of the 19" century: spacious galler-
ies, beautifully sculpted by nature,
lead them to a room that was only
discovered in 1912: “the Cathedral”,
40 meters high. The most charm-
ing moment of the visit, however,
is the return by boat, on the river
that runs through the lower level of
the cave. The visitor can enjoy the
longest subterranean boat trip in
Belgium and, incidentally, also the
longest in the world that is acces-
sible to tourists.

Sougné-Remouchamps is also
remembered among cycling en-
thusiasts for “La Redoute”, a hill in
the Ardennes that is best known
as a climb in the cycling classic
Liege-Bastogne-Liege. The top
of La Redoute is at an altitude of
292 meters. The track over the hill
is 1650 meters long.

Professional cyclists have to climb
a height difference of 161 meters,
with steep parts and a slope of
22% with an average of 9.5%. It
goes without saying that Phillipe
Gilbert, one of the best cyclists
Belgium has known, who ended
his active career this year, was born
in Remouchamps and has climbed
this hill a lot!

Remouchamps is located where
the roads to Banneux, Spa, Coo and
Aywaille intersect. However, for car
enthusiasts, the Spa-Francorchamips
circuit, less than halfan hour away,
will ring more bells.








